Dear

Child M and his family are valued members of their community in Gorton, Manchester where they have lived for more than two years.

The whole family are threatened with deportation to Iran, where they face certain persecution. They stand accused of distributing Salman Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses. An arrest warrant naming Child M’s mother (Farah Ghaemi) and sister (Mahroo Sadeghi) has been recently authenticated by an independent expert. 

Child M and his family are currently being held in Yarls Wood Immigration Removal Centre in indefinite detention. This is their second period of detention, having spent 7 weeks there in summer 2008.

The family was due to be deported on Friday 20th November but this was halted at the last minute when the UK Border Agency, under pressure from their legal team and elected representatives, agreed to consider fresh evidence. 

The detention periods have had serious effects on Child M’s mental and physical health.  Before he was detained again on Tuesday 17th November, Child M was showing signs of recovery; he had established good relationships with friends at school and was beginning to feel confident and secure.   However, he is now showing the same symptoms he presented with during and after the previous incarceration: high anxiety, hair loss, nightmares, skin rashes and bed wetting. He is very traumatised by recent events. 

This family have been poorly treated by our asylum system. Not only have they been subjected to lengthy detention spells, they have also been moved in caged vans, escorted by 8 or more immigration officers and they have all, including Child M, been subjected to full body searches. Child M is not a criminal. He is a little boy.

Child M and his family should not suffer any more.  They deserve to be shown some compassion.

Please release Child M and his family from detention immediately.

Grant them the right to remain in the UK, so they can begin to rebuild their lives. 

Yours Faithfully 

